2011 Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame

John Carnright Il

Afterconsideringal |  of John Car nr i g h théesis na dobbk vehy he ¢s a pedfecto m
candidate for the Saugerti8portsHall of Fame Following in the footsteps of his father, John Carnright II
(1979 Hall of Fame)John 11l boasts a solid resume asa#l around &ugertieHigh Schoolathlete
participating as a standout basketball, footbalhaseballand track In addition to his high school caredohn
Car nr aclydvamergs thelocal sports scenbaveresonated witmothing short oexcellencetreaing
Saugertesians tmanymemorable highlightever the years.

JohnCarnrightwas born in Saugerties, NY on January 11, 1951 to John and Betty Carnright. He has or
sister, Betsya brotherin-law in fellow Hall of FamefTom Hallion, thre nephews; Corey, Kyle and Jake, and
in June Danielle Merkle will be joining the family &be new bride of nephew Corept t he r oot o
athletic success, he is quick to cratistrong encourageent he received frois very proudand loving
mom and dagdJohn and BettyJ o h n 6 s inta theSaugertiesiSportdall of Fame would havbeen an
honor for which they both would haeberished aneamedwvith pride.

In his youth, Johi€arnrightparticipated in the Saugertikgtle Leaguewith the YankeesHe was
chosen for th&augertied\ll Star LL squadn 1963 which was coached by Ernie Schimrer (1971 Hall of Fame)
and Hugo Knauert (1972 Hall of Fam#).that 1963 All Star season, Jéghs Al | Stawas per f or |
highlightedby a 3 for 4 effortwhich includeda homerun in beating Athens Little Leaguell0



J o h Ipadéeball career then moved ottie SaugertieBabe Ruth Leaguehere havas a member of the
Marquette Cement teafar 3 yearsandproved asolid contributor

John Carnight started what would turn out to be a venccessful
career in basketbalplaying in the Saugerties Biddy Leaguglessed
with size and strengtldohn Carnright soon became a force in the Biddy
League circuit and i nbecarfddidtly Léaguen 6 s
. Basketball Tournament Chambpyg beating Athenso get into the final
where the young Sawyer hoopstel@medthe titlewith a win against
rival Kingston.J o hn 6 s s h o and strength @nlthe boardsihes s
Biddy level gave the Saugees community highhopeof what were to
comefrom this talented young player the future.

As a member of the Saugerties High School football progiahm

Carnrightfirmly made his marlon Saugerties sports histonAs an 8th

John with nephews-() Corey, grader on théreshman teamalongwith his cousin Holley Carnright and
Kyle, & Jake (front)

Hall of Fame great Roger Praetorius (20@@¢ freshman team weri(B

that year. As dreshmanJohnreturned tahat strong freshman teamelping them continue their succegh a
6-1-1 record thahextseasonJohn Carnright soon became recognized as an up and c@aieingat the end
position and by his senior year in higthool was tha r ebesi & the receiving positioBubsequentlyn
1969, the coaches of the DCSL selecfethnCarnright tothe first team offense of the Dutchess County
Scholastic LeagufDCSL) at the end positiorlohnwasjoined that year
by fellow SawyerRichie Lack, Mark Ishkanian and Holley Carnright
with the lattertrir e cei vi ng &éhonorabl e me
From 1967197Q John Carnrighéind his fellow Sawyenglayed
varsity basketbdl i n a very competitive
was aforce insideandroutinelyled the Sawyexin bothrebounding and
scoringas a varsity player his sophomore, junior and senior yeaised
by Bill Benham and fellow Hall of Famers, Rich Koegel (2009) and Jer
Malgieri (2010), John Carnriglainchoed a talented Sawyer teadall of
Famer and Sawyer hoop t eammarighkt,
although a big man, handlduketballwelland had a gr ea
i He csoore inglde or outsidend coupling that with his size and
rebounding skills made him a gr

highlights for John Carnright include a scoring high of 39 points véna

against Beacon, and 28 points and 25 rebounds vs. Roosevelt in a trif” 4 ; :
John goes up against a Roosevelt defeng

overtime loss.




Perhapsl o h n  C a mastrovegolokedpsrts
accomplishment wadsis role in securing the 1970 DSCL Track
Championship for the Saugertiawyers.Having played baseball
as a freshman and sophomore, John was persuatedjunior year
‘ by trackcoach and Hall of Famer Bud Smith to make the switch to
» the Sawyetrackteam Gifted with strength, speed, and athleticism,
1' Carnright was able to make the transition easily and put his skills to

- use making an immediate impacl o hnds events i nc

. discus, 880 relaglst place), and the shot put. John muscled the shot

— 56& that year and held the Saug
John with teammates Rich Ladk &nd
Holley Carnright (). RichandHolly years.
werenamed honorablmention \{vhile Needless to say, athletics di
John Carnright waselected td®> team _ . .
All DCSL football team Carnright.In 1970John chose to continue his football caraed

educatiorat the prestigious Médins Prep School competing against
football teams from Boston College, SyracusenpyrColgate, Cornell, Buffalo, and Cortland//hile at
Manlius, Carnrightmade thdransition todefensive tackle and in a game against the Army plebe squad, John
sacked Army QB Kingsley Fink 5 timeghile notchinga total of 18 tackles. It was at that time that not only
West PointCadetsbut also Syracuse UniversiBrangememecamenterested in Carnright and began their
recruiting effortsof the former SHS star.

Locally, from 1969 to 1979 Johdarnrightp | ayed on B o o 0 sPremefBaskethall ieaguet h e
and ledthe Taverners to a team bé&3t1 recordin 1975 Duringthat timeframeJohn was a participant in the

SAA Premier Basketball League

played alongside many Sawyer greats such as Hall of Famers Tom &%
Whitaker, Rich Koegel, Jack Naccarato, Tim Murphy, John Spiers,
Hrdlicka, and close friend and Hall of Famer, tte great Larry
Panella, to name a fewoldnalso played in the SAA Softball league
duringthe sameyeafsor Bo o 6s TGhascaFirenConapang.
In 1981,while playing forthe Glascd-ire Company, John latie =

title. John was also a fixture in the SAA half court basketball and S/

league in home runs, RBI, and was just Zmoshort of the batting

me nvleyball leagues where perennially his teams dominated ané;
produced manieague championshipsVith his knees still holding up

o =

R

but father time nipping on his hegliohn participated in the Kingsto Jhn running for TD in 1969. y rk

over 30 basketball league for 5 seasons playing wittetfendary Ehkinian (#23) looks to throw a
ock.
Shamrock Inn. In those 5 years wikie versatileCarnright the




Shamrock Inn chalked upchampionships in the elite Kingston basketball leagAdding to the list of
leagues that John Carnright participatedas the SAA Touch Football LeagudereJohn along with other
ex-Saugerties High Scho@otball stars participateth thetalent laden but short lived footbédlague. Former
Kingston High football great and fellow Hall of
had a great team, but | can remember playing the Saugerties teitum @rampionship arkhew we hado go
throughJohn Carnright o  w i fidlohn wiasa.great playandhe gave us all we could handle A We we'r
fortunate to win, but Carnright was something to
Like many others, Joh@arnright soon foundutthatthere is life aftecompetitiveathletics. In 1986,John
obtained higertificationas a high school softball umpire and worlklee girls high school circuinh the Ulster
County aredrom 19862004. Memorable accomplishmeutger this timeframé n ¢ | u d orkinghboth 6 s
ClassB andC semifinals as well as 8IHAL League ChampionshifNot stopping at softball, John Carnright
was also certified as a high school football official anddwedinuedto work highschool gamesince 1981.
Moving from New York to Kentucky, John has had the honor to work games for Kentucky football
powerhouses Trinity High School and St. Xavier High SchémoR010, he worked a KHSAA Class A State
semifinal gamein Hazard Kentucky.

With his 2005 relocation to Louisville, Kentucky, John Carnright made the decision to be closer to his
family( as well as be in better range f
house) In doing soJohnhas @joyed the pleasure of watching and supporting
his nephews as they competed in high school football, lacrosse, tennis, soccer.
and cross countryAn avid golfer and past member of Rip Van Winkle
Country Club, John now enjoys leisurely golf with his famityith the 2008
Ryder Cup being hosted at the Valhalla Country Club in Louisville Kentucky,
John worked as a cours@rshaland got to enjoy several days of the event. He
is looking forward to working the 2011 Senior PGA tournamentraarahal
this May.

From a sports standpoint, there

done. As a big man, his athletic accomplishments are that much more

- noteworthy considering the athleticiand versatilitythat John displayed
Another eception and TD

run for the AlF DCSL end. throughout his sportscareeks t ruly O6one of the ni

sports6, John @spected forpihtalentmdhisaahievenoentdutyalso his good
sportsmanship ar@miable qualities. An hwor such ashis iswell deservednd i is with great pleasure and
congratulations that the Saugerties Sports Hall of Famdehe great sports town of Saugentieécome John
Carnrightlll as a 2015augerties Sports Hall of Fanmeluctee.



