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Clark J. Hackett

AsportisdefinedaBa physical activity engaged in for pl
athletic team or skill sport, such as baseball, football, golf, etc., but often overlooked are the outdoor or natur:
sports, such as huntirmdfishing. Clark Hacketthad the unique distinction of excelling in both of these areas,
andinacknowledgemerdt f Cl| ar kdés achi evement s masa2®pinduckestp we
the Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame.

Born December 4, 1955 at Bethesda Naval HakpitMaryland, Clark Hackett was the oldest of three sons and
two daughters born to Jen and Vincent Hackett, a 1€l&6v Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame inductee. Upon
moving to Saugertie§lark grew up on Ulster Avenue, with brothers Arnie and Jinal, sisters Melissa

(Ferrara) and Marie (Brandt). Living in the villageSaugerties provided close proximity to schools, and
recreational venues suchtas Donlon Auditorium and Cantine Field, not to mention the naamdwildlife
resources ofhearbyfields, mountainsgreeks, and theludson River. This proved to be an environment that
excited and attracted Clark starting at an early age.

Like most active and athletic youths, Clark played in the Saugerties Little League from 1964 through 1967
for the Phillies. As a catcher, he would be later joined by his brother Arnie as shortstop, and 2009 Hall of Fat
inductee Tom Hallionvho played third bas@&.hereafterClark moved on to the Saugerties Babe Ruth League,
playing 3 years for the Masons.s & Mason, an impressive highlight wa$ a date-mring home run to win a
game against the Saugerties Fire Department. In 1970 the Masamaged by Cliff Snyder, won the
Saugerties Babe Ruttehgue title,with Clark, brother Arnieas well adellow 2011 Hall of Famer Dave Fuller
on the team



Away from the baseball diamond, Clark evolved into a stellar performer as well on the basketball court. I

began with the St. M by Bisfath€rWidce birtredicer@adokaolthe spdrtdnea ms
: oo i would continte toplay and lovefor his lifetime. Clark Hackett

became a household name on the Donlon hardwood, playing for
many years in the SAA Premier f
and in the SAAHalf-Court Leaguefor the Saugerties Fire
Department. As a hoopster, Clark was best known as a tremendous
team player. While able to score, Clark drew more satisfaction from
a rebound or assist, or blocking out an opponent so his team could ge
to a rebound. As a membefrthe Fire Departmergponsored team,
Clark becamean instant hero to Saugerisport scene legend Bobby
Dixon (himself inducted in the Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame in
1990). In one game, Clark was doing his usual hard work under the
basket, when aopponent became frustrated, leading to a tense
confrontation. Bobby decided that Clark needed some help and
| bounded on the court to put the opponent in his place. Jack Keeley,
who was sittingcows i de as the gamedés sco
the gratest belly laughs of all time.

On the haHcourt side, Clark was part of a team appropriately
named fAThe Hackett s o,brothersfabwhe t i n
exeelled at basketball), as well as ndighand fellow 2011 Hall of

1973 Saugerties vs. Kingston. Clark Fame i nduct ee .JRowdingbuptheyHacketsarostere s
drives against Ki n|were2010 Hall of Famer Steve Sdfex, and 2008 Halbf Fame

inductee the lateScott Emery, forming one diie bestall timeteams

in the Donlonhalf court leagudnistory. The SAA Half-Court Leagueandits games were locallized and fun

and Clark greatly cherished the memories of playing with this team for many years, as he got to play with his
buddieswhile enjoyingthe satisfaction of clearing out the middle for his brothers. The core of The Hacketts
half-court team also formed thenue us of t he Premier League Keel ey
high level of success on the hardwood, winning two championships between 1983 and 1985. The same grol
al so played on Wint er s-1RB% eacheH bytlahnh Wads s Fellow @amsnatd Stewem
Schaefferrecalldil dondét think there i s anyon eHacketybethimlf ay e
court and fuld. iwWe won championships each yaad according to John
Winters,our team never lost a ganteoweer | seem to remembaraybe
losing oned

Clarkdés basket baddntheintersermlastic coud. s
First as a member of the Saugerties High JV squhd freshman &
sophomore years, then with the varsity as a junisesior. In his
sophomore season of 197272 the SHS basketball squads had an
exceptional year as Cl-Qrecérdvkileid tiat 5
same season théarsityteammade the sectionals. As a varsity team  §
me mb er i n DaveRller &hd 8cotBEmery were alébl ar k 0 g
teammatesClark played with the same intensity and selflessness while
with the Sawyer Varsity as he did in the local leagues, and was highly
respectedasiab | ue c ol | ar firvedeark play@ C Isaerok G
basketball style was physical although with a finesse. Shooting the ball
scoring was al ways smleovasa alaygrthatn §
knew his role cherished itand mastered it. His value tleeteans he
played for was high because of this and when lookinigeatoot of a _
teambs success, Clark Hackett wg

After graduatinchigh schooin 1974 ClarkHackettattended SUNY

Brockport, earning @8a ¢ h e DegregdirfhysicalEducation in 199. — : .
I-r; Daughter Alisa, wife
Alice, and Clark




In 1983, he began working at IBM, initially in Kingston and later Poughkeggsee he had a long career
starting in computer operations and then moving into computer programmitg86, Clark and his wie

: : , Alice (Schell) were marriednd
shortly after becaméhe proud
parents oflaughterAli ssa
Alissa currently attends SUNY
Cortland anawill graduate this
year with a teaching certification
in Special Education.

Upon returning to Saugerties,
Hall of Famer Joe Benjam
noting Cl amdkdos pa
experience irbasketball,
encouraged Clark to become a
certified basketball official
TakingClark undethis wing Joe
1984 ADivision Softball Champs Greco Motors. Clark, front row far le] shared hizast knowledgand
officiating experiencén grooming

Clark as a solid and respected high school ibakeofficial. Clark worked hard on his way up as an official,
and under Joeds watchful eye, developed a keen s
County.

Following high schoodndc o | | ege, CIl ar k 6 s mto thdfiedds of adult sadthaleleagues: e s
As a pitcher, and outfielder, as well as an excellent hiterk Hacketiplayed for many successful and highly
competitive teams. Initially with Lezette Express and later with Weber ConstruCtarik,had may notable
highlights including some memorable home runs. With Weber Construction, one of his fondest memories we
defeating Riozzibés in breaking their 10 game win
Rhinebeck team in the Avdsion. One fond memory was as a pitclenenClark was locked in a tight game,
where runs were hard to come by. DowR, Llark kepthis team closén a game where they were heavy
underdogs. Late in the game it took baas of fellow Hall of Famers Rich Koegel (2009) & John Carnright
(2011),along with other softball league standoR&ndy Nilsen, John Stote, and John Jorgetsdey arally
for an 115 win.

The majority of Cl ar k0 s th#hAGkecsBrdtherd Aamudementa teaenesharinga s
strong passion for softball with team manamedsponsor John Greco. Playing in the upper divisions of the
SAAG0s A or B divisions, Clarkos t eamsandehanpienships,n s i

against such heralded rival opponeae&| asco At hl etic Club, Tombés Spor
Cementon Sportsa n@ub. In 1984Clarkl e d Gr e c edivision title, tossingea-4tter and a Shittter
backto-back, after many yeafinishingasarunnerp t o Gl asco ACOs. I n doin

the middle of the lineup, and often produced big hits and RBIs in key spots. Most of all, outside of his own
obvious accomplishments found in thex scoreshe was the ear consummate teammate, helping them

improve a part of their game or imparting some knowledge or tip, as well as being one of the hardest workers
and hustlers on the diamond. One particular mom
tight game and Clark hitlra r d 6 ¢ o mthebpéacbek, ehich appeared to be a routine @lark, husting

all the way,cause the pitcher to rush the thromnd with Clark safe on first, the inning was prolongedter in

the same inning, Sal Misagsi ¢apped a big rally with a®in homerun, which would have never occurred if

not for Clarkdos hustl e.

In additionto the SAA Clark also played on teams in the Red Hook hNart DutchesSoftball League,
initially with Greco Brothers when they playén the league, and later with other Dutchess County teams.
While at IBM, Clark also played in both the IBM Recreational basketball and softball lealyuesh as he did
in Saugerties in the SAA basketbaltlds o f t bal | | eagues, IBMlaaguedgsewin nv ol v
addition tothe IBM leagues, Clark also participatech t he Ki ngston fAOvaedrhis300 b



involvement with IBM and Over 30 leagues resulted in numerous championships over the years with Clark at
the helmorganizing anamanagingmnost of tlosehighly successfuleams.

After his own softball career had wound down, Clark remained involved with the game as a coach in the
Town Of UlsterLittle League @&ls Softball Leaguecoachinghis daughter Alissa s ms feois 2002d 2005.
In working with the girlsClarkinstructed the girls on many differemspects of the game, such as base stealing
strategies, and getting the girls to be competitvarking hard, and havingspecfor the game.C | a wied s
Alicerecallsi He br ought a | ot arfdgameswdngingeutthd best thelyleaBlupr a c t i
what I'll remember about Clark forever is how much of a natural teacher healmasys finding a way to work
with his teams to bring out their talents, hlpm learn frommistakesusng humor in every situation, and
above all how much happiness he got from their successes. | don't think he was ever into coaching for his o\
gain or populaty. Also, | saw how he learned to adjust his competitive streak b worked with the girls
His own natural competitiveness to win was toned down to a level appropriate for the girls, but ramped up wt
with the guys 0 I n d dhegregtesstiorillClankrHackett €njoyedashis coachinghe Ulster Girls
Senior League A Starsin winning the District 16 championship in 2004.

g B W One of the things most people who have played basketball or

softball with CI ar khevhsjusbas avidmdo w
passionatén the great outdoors, as a hunter and fisherman. As a
long-time NRA and Vly Sportsmen Club member, Clark was oh
the best hunter/fishermen in the area, with an uncanny ability to find
the best streams and hunting spotd then puing them to use.
Recalls his father Vince Al got
just a little tyke and | can remember myfewelling at me for taking
him to places where he gadf into
maybe 9 or 10 when | used to take him squirrel hunting. When it
came to fishing, Clark was wunbe
areas no one believed could hanit in them. One such stream
S Wwas up in Brockport, where he went to college. In that area there
&8 were a number of famous streams, with runs of salmon and brown
2 : : trout off Lake Ontario. Clark and his college buddies caught a
Clark and daughter Aliss2004Ulster couple salmon, and brought théack to their room and put them in
Senior League Girls All Stars the tub to the dismay of their roommates. Latetybar | went up

to see for myself. Clark, (brother) Arnie, and myself made the trek

up to thatstream for a number of years, even after Clark graduated. We normally fished at night, sat on the be
with a couple of casesofbeend when t he sal mon moved out of the
hear them going up the rapids and chase #ftan. Back then you could snare the fish, which proved
interesting. o

To Clark, justas withother sports, he enjoyed seeing others have
success. Vince Hackett conttlnu
used to go with Clark, mostly as company rather than hunting myself.
Clark found his own hunting spots but fonamber of yearsdiwas not
able to get the big racks. He solved that problem by checking out big
farms in Dutchess County and asking piesion to hunt. He came acros
onehunting spot byexchangng his laborfor the privilege to hunt there
He took me along as a pusher and | pushed out his first bigwhid |
helped him cleaand endedip witha tick bite. Clarktook many more
like it with the bow, shotgun, and more recently black powder. My
grandson was 13 when he took him on his first deer hunt, with me in t
fil want you and Mike to startd h e r e 0 pairged @t tamek Mike
andl proceeded to the spot and Clark disappean another direction. |
dondédt know how | ong we waited,
gully, and Mike got the lead deer. Clark heard the shot and came ove

Clark with one of his many big catches




the spot and congratulated Mike. This was Clark getting enjoyirentmy grandsoés good fortuneT h at 0 s
the way Clark was

AddingtoClarkb s s por t s man nemdogsecdrihou reuistywhistahe and brother Arnie
embarked on which took them deep intwthernCanada on the fringe of Hudson BaySpending & days
camping in tents in weather ranging from 10 degrees at night to 30 degrees during the day, 100 miles short @
the Arctic circle, they returned home having shot 4 carjl@with antlers with a 42nch spread. However
due to severe weather, they hadlyoolut earlier than expectedit the time they were told they would have to
leave their prized racks behiadd aly after some choice word@sd convincing by the Hackett brothettse
pilot agreedo meet their demandsd everything made the trip home.

It is clearthatClarkH a ¢ k enain iris@iration amefrom hisparentsJen and/ince Hackettas well asis
family andhisfriends One can learn much from the ethics that Clark applied to his life as a competitor and
sporsma n . C | maraécdnplisipmentsssports were never of importance to him and ironically his
induction into the 2011 Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame represeresogportunity to recognize Cladn a
personal level Clark Hackettvas unique. While most compete lwpersonasuccessn mind, Clark Hackett
competed with only his teaand the success of oth@nsmind. Playing the game hard, doing what it took to
help the teameadingand being there for his teammates was the essence ofldaKett All of his team and
outdoor sport accomplishments were done with the joy of knowing he was paeaod s s whether ;s
the woods on a hunt or on the courtsaitballdiamond with his family and close friendsTo Clark Hackett
his success in sports couldlpbe enjoyed and measured if the tesimceedd

With his untimelypassing in 209, unfortunately Clark is no longer
with us tojoin usin celebraing his lifelongsportsaccomplishments
Following his father Vince into the Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame is
somethinghatClark would have been very proud of, although
knowing Clark he would have probably thrown out the names of
teammates whbe would have felt were more deservirighat s who
Clark Hackett wasTo Clark, it was neveabout him, it was about his
teammates and the joy of achieving the common. goal

We honor and congratulate Clark J. Hacketsthumouslyn 2011
as he joins his father Vince and many friends and teammsies is
enshrined in Saugerties sports histare truly represents the spirit in
earning the honaandprivilege of being inducted into the Saugerties
Sports Hall of FameClark you are mised® but your memory lives
on.

Clark, Alice andAlissa in
Cl ar kds belshue ¢




